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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all previous versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 

L (Cinrcjitiy Amended) Amethodforproviding vendor-managed inventory sendees via 
a vendor managed inventory tool over a network environment, oomprising; 

receiving a signal from a sensor device indicating tiiat a minimum level specified for a 
product used in a manufecturing location has been reached, said level measured by a quantity of 
said product; 

in response to the receiving^q usryinfl a looal inventory database at a buyer system for a 
supply availability status of said product; and 

basedupon the querying and a. determinate on that thej f^satd supply availability status 
indicates adequate quantities of said product exist at said buyer system: 

generating a demand note for resupply of said product; 

transmitting said demand note to local inventory; 

delivering said product to said manufacturing location; 

and updating said local inventory database to reflect said resupply. 

2, (Currently Amended) Amethodforproviding vendor-managed invaitorys^vices via 
a vendor xnanaged inventory tool over a network ^vironment, comprising; 

receiving a signal from a sensor device indicating that a minimum level specified for a 
product used in a manufecturing location has be^ reached, said level measured by a quantity of 
said product; 

in response to the receiving, q ucrvinfi a local inventory database at a buyer system for a 
supply availability status of said product; and 
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« 

upon the querying and upon a det ermination that th^l^»i4mrpplv availability 
status indicates inadequate quantities of said product exist at said buyer system: 

generating a demand note for resupply of said product; transmitting said demand note to a 
vendor systemj 

performing at least one of: 

checking local storage at said vendor system for said supply 
availability status; and 

checking local storage at a warehouse for said supply availability status; and 

if said supply availability status indicates adequate quantities of said product exist at said 
vendor system: 

notifying said buyer system of said status; 

delivering said product to said buyer system; executing correlated billing activities; 

updating said local inventory database at said buyer system to 

reflect said resupply, and 

updating a vendor database at said vendor system; 

if said supply availability status indicates inadequate quantities of said product exist at 
said vendor system: 

transmitting said demand note to a factory for manufacture of said product; 
delivering said product to said buyer system from said noanufiacturcr, 
executing conrelatcd billing activities; 

updating said local inventory database at said buyer system to reflect said 

resupply; and 

updating said vendoor database at said vendor system. 
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3. (Original) The inethodofclaiml» wherein said zinniix^ 
product is determiiied by said buyer system and iitq)lemented via said vendor-*managed inventory 
tool. 



4. (Original) The inethodofclairo I, further coniprising specifying a maxiir^ 
acceptable fbr said product via said vendor-managed inventory tool 

5. (Original) Themethodof claim 4, wherein said donand note includes an order for a 
product amount commensurate with said maximum level acceptable for said product. 

6. (Currently Amended) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for providing vendor-managed inventory services over a network environment, the 
storage medium including instructions for causii^ a computer to implement a method 
comprising; 

receiving a signal fcom a sensor device indicatii^ that a minimum level specified for a 
product used in a manufacturing location has been reached, said level measured by a quantity of 
said product; 

in response to the rec€iYi)Mr._q uerying a local inventory database at a buyer system fcr a 
si^ly availability status of said product; and 

based unon the querying and a determination that thc if^gw^ supply availability status 
indicates adequate quantities of said product exist at said buyer system: 

gen^iiting a demand note for resupply of said product; 

transmittmg said demand note to local inventory; delivering said product to said 
manufacturing location; and 

updating said local inventory database to reflect said resupply. 
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7, (Cmrently Amended) A stor^xneditmi encoded wilh machine-readable compute 
program code for providing vendoi^maiiaged inventory services over a network environment, the 
storage medium including instructions for causirig a computer to implement a method 
comprising; 

receiving a signal £rom a sensor device indicating that a mfai'mmn level specified for a 
product used in a manuikcturing location has been reached, said level measured by a quantity of 
said product; 

in yejsppi^ae to the reQei\1ng. q uerymg a local inventory database at a buyer system for a 
supply availability status of said product; and 

bascdiipon the querying and upon a determination. thatJhetf gat^ supply availability 
status indicates inadequate quantities of said product exist at said buyer system: 

generating a demand note for rcsupply of said product; transmitting said demand 
note to a vendor system; performing at least one of; 

checking local storage at said vendor system for said supply availability 

status; and 

checking local stomge at a warehouse for said supply availability status; 

and 

if said supply availability status indicates adequate quantities of said 20 product 
exist at said vendor system; 

notifying said buyer system of said status; delivering said product to said buyer 
system; executing correlated billing activities; 

updating said local inventory database at said buyer system to 25 reflect said 

resupply; and 

updating a vendor database at said vendor system; 

if said siqyply availability status indicates inadeqtiate quantities of said product 
exist at said vendor system: 
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transmittii^ said demand note to a &ototy for manufacture of said product 
delivering said product to said buyer system from said manu&cturer; 
executing correlated billing activities; 

updating said local inventoiy database at said buyer system to reflect said 

resupplyi and 

updating said vendor database at said vendor system. 

8. (Original) The storage medium of claim 6, wherein said minimuTn level specified for 
said product is determined by said buyer system and implemented via said vendor-managed 
inventory tool. 

9. (Original) Thostomge medium ofclaim 6, further conqnisinginstructi^ 
said con^utcr to implement; 

specifying a maximum level acceptable for said product via said vendor-managed 
inventory tool. 

10. (Original) The storage mediinn of claim 9, wherein said demand note includes an 
order for a product annount commensurate with said maximum level acceptable for said product. 

11. (Original) Asystemforprovidingvendor-managedinventory services via a vendor- 
managed inventory tool ov^ a network environment, comprising; 

a vendor system including: 
a server; 

a workstation in communication wi& said server, 
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a data stxsiage device in conoimmcation witii said server; and 
a storage location in commmucation with said server; 

wherein said contimunication is facihtated by an electronic communications link; and 
a network link to: 
a buyer system; 
amanu&ctudng system; and 
a storage warehouse. 

12. (Original) The system ofclaim 11, wherein said manufacturing system provides 
production materials for use by said buyer system. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein said vendor system manages inventory 
levels for production materials consumed by said buyer system via said v^idor-managed 
inventory tool. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein said inventory levels of said production 
materials are monitored by a sensor device located at said buyer system. 

15. (Original) The system ofclahn 14, wherein said sensor device transmits a signal to 
said vendor system via said vendor-managed inventory tool relating to a specified inventory level. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 1 1, wherein said vendor-managed inventory tool 
&ciUtBtes billing activities between said vendor system, said buyer system, said manu&cturing 
system and said warehouse, said activities including: 

purchase order generation and transmission; demand note generation and transmission; 
and invoice generation land transmission. 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein faifonnationr^ 
ajctiyities ia stored in said data storage device. 

1 8 . (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , v^erein said vendor-managed taventoiy tool 
causes said vendor system to provide delivery of said goods pursuant to said demand note. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein said vendor-managed inventory tool 
causes said vendor system to provide delivery of goods pursuant to said purchase order. 
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